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Who was born this month? 

Welcome to the January Newsletter 2019. We have some great book 
recommendations, dates for your diary and information of interest.  

With Best wishes 

Graham Bennett & The Music Master Team 

Information Corner 
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Boris Blacher  
(1903-1975) 

Boris Blacher was born in China on 19th January 1903, 
and died in Berlin on 30th January 1975. He studied 
composition with Christian Koch (who was known for 
his symphonies, ballets, opera and film music). Boris 
Blacher was made director of composition at the 
Dresden Conservatoire in 1938, but in 1939 (at the start 
of the second world war), he gave up this post after a 
disagreement concerning the Nazis. After the war, he 
returned to Berlin and became a professor at the Berlin 
Hochschule University in 1948, and then later in 1953, 
he became its director. Boris Blacher is remembered for 
a wide range of musical styles and genres, which 
include: incidental music, film scores, five string 
quartets, ballets, concertos for several different solo 
instruments, and several operas.  

Friday 19th April 2019 

Closing date for the 
North London Music 
Festival composition 
classes  

Thursday 9th May 2019 

6pm-9pm North London 
Music Festival 
composition classes  

RRP: £14.00 
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Dates for the diary: 
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These books are great….. 
The following best selling titles may be of particular interest to you…. 

Why not check them out today? 
The Music Master Ensemble 

Book is the ultimate companion for 

the advanced composer. Learn how 
to write a complete string quartet, a 
piece for choir, jazz band, and 
electronic keyboard; unravel the 
complexities of harmony, 
ornamentation, and transposition. 
Each chapter provides the tools, 
practice and stimuli to create 
complete projects for A-Level and 
beyond. Discover how to build up a 
variety of textures, acquire the 
essential vocal and instrumental 
techniques, and become a master in 

melodic development. RRP £32.00 

The Music Master Performer 

Book III is the perfect companion 

for the advanced pianist with a 
desire to understand the links 
between poetry and music. Learn 
about programme and incidental 
music and discover some of the 
great innovators who wrote in these 
styles. Challenge your pianistic 
abilities to grade 8 and beyond and 
develop skills in communication, 
stylistic awareness and 
performance. RRP £22.00 

The Music Master Duet Book 

offers a collection of new and 
exciting compositions written for 
two electronic keyboards exploring 
many different musical styles, 
playing techniques, and puzzles 
which will challenge your 
knowledge of music theory and the 
history of famous composers. The 
book also includes an audio CD 
complete with play along tracks to 
help you develop your ensemble 
skills, and a separate keyboard two 
booklet perfect for creating live 
performances.  RRP £33.00 

Antonia Zadrag 

The North London Festival of Music, Speech and Drama takes place each year in the 

Spring. We offer a huge range of competitive classes covering Piano, Singing, Choirs, 

Orchestral and Chamber Groups, Composition, Stringed and Wind Instruments of all 

descriptions, Speech and Drama. Our Festival Competitions are open to amateurs and students 

whatever their age or ability. Entrants are given the opportunity to perform in front of an 

audience and may win a cash prize, trophy or certificate. Everyone takes away with them a 

copy of the adjudicator’s written comments and a certificate of participation. Come and further 

your performance skills, learn from the adjudicators and your peers, and enjoy the stimulus of 

competition.  Visit  www.northlondonfestival.org.uk  to enter 
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Winner of the North London Music Festival Best Composer 2018 


