The Galliard Example

A Galliard is a French stately dance in triple time.It was very common during the
16th and 17th Centuries, particularly in Royal Courts.
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Composed by Graham Bennett
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The music composed for this type of dance often used a homophonic string texture
supported by a melody in a higher sounding instrumental part. Notice how all the
string parts are playing the same rhiythm at the same time, and the melody appears
in the flute part.
Viols )? L!’ - e o b = e
i M@ % ) e ‘ ;-
O T T ‘ T T
H_| ‘
A o — \ - P —
war | GFF T T e
o ‘ ri m ‘ rl
vos |TOLP 3, \ i N i N
o 5 W — o o - =D e
Frh—3— | |
Cello 75— i - i - ! -
| v PO r\/ | 0" H/ [ D H/ I
\ == == +'s
An important rhythmical characteristic is the HEMIOLA Although the dance is in
triple time, there is also a feeling of duple rhythms within the instrumental texture.
Notice how the harpsichord part is in 3/4 but the string parts feel like they are in 6/8.
H | p— ~ | \ \
A — i — ~ i i
y i — o
o WA —— P ——— ~
&) I — — @
5 — — <
Harpsichord
. e o ® °
)3 — ! i — !
e ‘ 7 ——— 7 m— ‘
o T - =
——

.’K



